
 

Newsletter 134 October 2008-10-14 

   M.L.A.I.C Muzzle Loaders Associations’ International Committee 

Dear Delegate, 

As this is the first Official Newsletter since the sad passing of our dear friend Donald “Bucky” 
Malson, I would like to place on record the grateful thanks that we owe to him; not only as our 
Secretary General but for the many years preceding that as the Delegate for the United States of 
America. His drive, enthusiasm and encouragement has meant that the membership of the MLAIC 
has grown, this will be a lasting legacy and a testament to his strength and character. 

Before I get to the matter of the Newsletter I would like to thank you for the support and 
encouragement leading up to the elections at the Committee Meeting in Adelaide. Had it not been 
for this, I probably would not be writing this Newsletter now. 
 
The Delegates meeting took place at the splendid Hellenic Range Complex, not far from the range 
at Monarto. This was a full meeting as there was much to discuss and continued till the early 
evening. The Minutes of this meeting have been on the MLAIC web site for some time so I do not 
propose to list all the items here. However, I have attached a copy of the Minutes and the revised 
Constitution with this Newsletter. 

There are a number of items raised at the meeting which are worthy of note here. I was instructed 
to establish two committees, one dealing with the revision of the MLAIC Constitution. The 
members of this committee were nominated at the meeting and are: Louise Van Greunen from 
Switzerland, Gary Crawford from the USA and Merwe van Rensburg from South Africa. Work has 
begun and I have every confidence that it will be completed by the due date 

Norway proposed that a Black Powder Committee should be established, this has been done and 
the members are: Steve Nickolas {Australia},Sandy Robertson {UK}, Niklas Johannson {Sweden}, 
Barb Grisdale-Helland {Norway} and Ståle J. Helland {Norway} who will Chair the Committee. 
Work is proceeding well and you will soon be receiving a letter from Ståle which will require an 
urgent response. I must ask you not to delay in your reply as Norway will be reviewing their Laws 
regarding BP next year, the information you provide might provide information to their Government 
which will enable them to produce fair and effective legislation. If you are unable to carry out this 
task yourself, please pass it on to another in your organisation who might be able to help. 

Sweden raised a question regarding the rules for Long Range events and I realised that since 
there are no Delegates with specific reference to LR shooting, they are virtually unrepresented at 
our meetings. When I returned to the UK, I spoke to David Minshall from the UK, who is regarded 
as an expert in this field (see his websites at http://www.lrml.org/ and 
http://www.researchpress.co.uk/) and Joe Hepsworth from the USA (a renowned shooter who has 
competed for the USA in many MLAIC Championships). They both agreed to form the basis of a 
MLAIC Long Range Committee; they suggested that Merwe van Rensburg also became a 
member as SA has hosted several of our Long Range Championships. I am very pleased to 
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inform you that he has agreed. This committee is charged with reviewing the LR Rules and 
presenting them to me for inclusion in the revised Constitution 

Present at the meeting were Birgitta Hillvarn and Erich Illing. Birgitta was elected to the 
Commission in 2002 and assisted Bucky with the revising of the Constitution in 2004, Birgitta was 
not re-elected this year but I would like to place on record our grateful thanks for the work she 
carried out. Erich has been a Delegate, Commission member, member of adjudicating committees 
and scorer for many, many years but has decided to stand down at this time. The work he has 
carried out for the MLAIC is immeasurable, he is worthy of much praise and gratitude, I hope we 
continue to see him at our events. Erich has handed the job of Delegate for Germany to Armin 
Frank, who has attended previous Championships, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
him to our Committee and look forward to working with him in the future. Not at the meeting was 
Ron Lovchick who had stood down as Delegate for Switzerland some time before, his work on the 
Commission is worthy of note and once again we owe him our gratitude. He handed over to 
Louise Van Greunen who has already been announced. Thank you for joining us Louise. 

For many of us the trip to the 23rd World Championships was a journey half way round the World, 
with its inherent problems of the transportations of firearms and cost. Never the less, the event 
was attended by 17 nations and 205 competitors. The recent changes in firearms legislation in 
Australia could have caused us many problems and seen this number significantly reduced. 
Thankfully Kim Atkinson was able to secure the assistance of the Adelaide Police and Customs 
Departments, there is no doubt that their efficiency was of considerable help to our teams. I have 
written to Kim and asked him to pass on our grateful thanks. 

For those of your competitors that did not achieve their goals, they should not feel too bad, they 
were amongst the best shooters in the World and just shooting well enough to qualify is a great 
achievement. For those who did achieve their goals and collect medals, I congratulate them. 
However, there were a few competitors who achieved perfection and exceeded the World Record. 
This is not easy considering the increase in standards over recent years. To these competitors I 
offer my heartiest congratulations. They are: 

Whitworth/R DREISBACH Matthias Germany 10 . . 23,0mm 100 Previous record set in 1987 
Whitworth/R WITTMANN Gudrun Germany 10 . . 24,0mm 100 1st International 
Lorenzoni/R LOTSPEICH Franz  Germany 48 

Manton/O HINTERMAYR Helmut Austria 41 New record due to change of stands 
Manton/R LOTSPEICH Franz  Germany 44 New record due to change of stands 
Lamarmora/O ARNETTE Michael  United States of America 93 NWR 
Lamarmora/R PRIESEMANN Torsten Germany  96 NWR 
Pennsylvania/O KARLSSON Johan Sweden 94 NWR 
Pennsylvania/R BAUMHAKL Thomas Germany 96 NWR 

Halikko Germany 267 
Nagashino Germany 289 
Adams France 282 
Lucca  Germany 269 
Kunimoto France 259 NWR 
Hawker France 111 New record due to change of stands 



   
Unfortunately, as always, the Arbitration Committee was asked to sit on several occasions. I have 
not been given a full report but from memory: 

A pistol was rejected by two Firearms Inspectors, this was made the subject of a protest and the 
Arbitration Committee upheld the findings of the Inspectors. This should have been the end of the 
matter but the protest was re-presented and the original decision overturned. This should never 
have happened and an investigation revealed that a mistake in identifying signatures on the 
original decision was to blame. As a result a specific form will be used to record decisions in the 
future. I subsequently inspected the pistol which I found to be the marriage of two parts, the stock 
appeared to be original but the barrel appeared to be a section of a rifle barrel. Although this also 
appeared to be original, it was certainly not part of the original pistol and I upheld the original 
decision. 

I was first made aware of the possibility of an infringement of the rules after the Whitworth event 
and was by advised by two Delegates that a lady shooter had used an illegal sling. The way in 
which the Rule is worded leaves it open to various interpretations but the intention of the Rule is 
quite clear. In this instant the sling was attached by two points but they were so close together 
(actually touching) that sling was effectively a ‘single point sling’. Unfortunately no evidence was 
presented, so I decided to wait and see what happened in the Walkyrie event, the result of which 
was her disqualification. I now regret that I took this course of action. It would have been more 
appropriate for me to have spoken to the Delegate regarding her sling as soon as I was aware of 
the problem, this would have given them an opportunity to correct the matter before the Walkyrie 
event. 

Please remember, is the shooters responsibility to know the Rules: 

 (336 The duties and responsibilities of every competitor are: 
a) to fully understand and to comply at all times with all competition rules and regulations.) 

I would also suggest that it is also the Team Captains job to ensure his team are prepared and 
their equipment is consistent with the Rules, if there is any doubt about how a rule should be 
interpreted the matter can always be raised with the Commission. 

The other matter related to several problems on the shotgun range, trap malfunction, bad clays, 
bad weather and bad range procedure. The matter was dealt with by the Arbitration Committee 
and the shooters concerned offered a re-shoot. Organisers of events must ensure that staff on 
ranges are experienced and properly prepared. 

It would be remiss of me not to thank Kim for organising the Championships once again in 
Monarto, which I consider to be an excellent venue. There is little doubt that he could not have 
done this without the help of a considerable number of helpers, not least of which are other 
members of his family. I have written to him and asked him to pass on our thanks to the Sporting 
Shooters’ Association of Australia, the various shooting clubs at Monarto and all the volunteers 
who made this event a success. 



 

Before I close I would like to bring you up to date with future events: 

2009 World Long Range Championship, September, Camp Butner, North Carolina. USA 

2009 European Championships, Spain. Dates have not been confirmed yet but it is likely to be in 
September 

2009 Pacific Zone Championship, 12 - 16 August, Ontario, Canada 

2010 World Championships, Portugal. Range has been confirmed as (Fervenç) which is North 
East of Porto. Dates are yet to be confirmed 

2011 World Long Range Championship - Bisley, Great Britain 

2011 Zone Championships, as yet we do not have venues for either of these championships. 

2012 World Championship, Pforzheim, Germany 

2014 World Championships, South Africa has announced its intention to host these 
Championships. 

 

With best wishes to you all. 

 

David Brigden 
Secretary General 

 

 

 


